 
Completing the VB-MAPP Skills Assessment
Purpose
The purpose of this activity is to provide hands-on experience administering and scoring the Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement Program (VB-MAPP). This project will help you develop competency in assessment procedures, scoring, data collection, and interpretation of verbal behavior skills.

Step 1: Identify an Appropriate Client
Select a client whose developmental and verbal behavior skills are appropriate for assessment using the VB-MAPP. Discuss your client selection with your supervising BCBA if you are unsure whether the VB-MAPP is the most appropriate assessment tool.

Step 2: Prepare for Assessment
Obtain a copy of the VB-MAPP Assessment Protocol and Scoring Guide. Before beginning the assessment, review the following chapters from Cooper, Heron, and Heward to strengthen your understanding of key behavior analytic concepts that support VB-MAPP administration:
Chapter 3: Selecting and Defining Target Behaviors
· Understanding the role of assessment in identifying socially significant target behaviors
· Operationally defining behaviors for accurate measurement
Chapter 4: Measuring Behavior
· Procedures for objective data collection
· Measurement systems used during assessment and intervention planning
Chapter 25: Verbal Behavior
· Mands
· Tacts
· Echoics
· Intraverbals
· Listener Responding
· Other verbal operants assessed within the VB-MAPP
Chapter 28: Generalization and Maintenance
· Promoting skill transfer across people, settings, and situations
· Planning for long-term maintenance of acquired skills
These chapters provide important foundational knowledge that will help you administer and interpret the assessment accurately.

Step 3: Set Up Assessment Materials
Locate the VB-MAPP scoring guide within the Data Sheets folder on OneDrive.
1. Create a working copy of the scoring guide.
2. Enter the client's demographic and identifying information.
3. Review all assessment domains and scoring procedures before beginning.

Step 4: Prepare the Assessment Environment
Materials Needed
· VB-MAPP Protocol and Scoring Guide
· VB-MAPP assessment materials binder
· Data collection materials
· Sanitized assessment area
· Preferred reinforcement items as needed
Team Communication
Prior to the assessment:
· Notify the client's BCBA that the assessment will be conducted.
· Inform the client's RBT of the assessment date and expectations.
· Coordinate schedules to minimize disruptions and maximize client engagement during testing.

Step 5: Administer and Score the Assessment
Administer all appropriate VB-MAPP tasks according to standardized procedures.
During administration:
· Follow assessment instructions as written.
· Record observations objectively.
· Score each item according to VB-MAPP scoring criteria.
· Enter scores into the designated Excel data sheet.
· Maintain professionalism and rapport with the client throughout the assessment process.
If an item cannot be completed or scored, document the reason and discuss it with your supervisor.

Step 6: Review Results and Submit for Feedback
Once the assessment has been completed and all scores have been entered:
· Review your scoring for accuracy.
· Ensure all required sections have been completed.
· Notify Hannah that the assessment is complete.
At that time, a mock client profile will be created in CentralReach, and you will receive instructions for the next phase of the project, which will focus on documentation, analysis, and interpretation of assessment results.
Competency Objectives
Upon successful completion of this activity, you will be able to:
· Identify appropriate candidates for the VB-MAPP
· Prepare and organize assessment materials
· Administer VB-MAPP tasks accurately
· Score milestones using standardized procedures
· Communicate effectively with the treatment team
· Translate assessment findings into meaningful clinical information
· Prepare for assessment interpretation and treatment planning activities following completion of the evaluation process.

